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The Planning & Conservation Department is committed to providing
sound information and knowledge on environmental issues that
affect our community, protecting our county’s natural resources,

and, first and foremost, working with the public which we serve in a
straightforward, honest approach.

Aaron Brault
Director of

Planning and
Conservation

The Sheboygan County Planning & Conservation Department guides land
use and protects natural resources by developing comprehensive plans,
enforcing shoreland and floodplain zoning ordinances, and overseeing
soil and water conservation programs. To ensure development remains
safe and sustainable, the Department provides technical assistance,
education, and outreach to residents and landowners while managing
state and federal grants for environmental projects. Through these
efforts and partnerships with local organizations, the Department
supports water quality, public safety, and recreational opportunities,
strengthening the overall quality of life and environmental stewardship
in Sheboygan County.



In 2025, the Planning & Conservation Department achieved several milestones,
including the tentative $700,000 Stewardship grant award for the Sheboygan
Marsh Boardwalk Trail. Additionally, the Department expanded the County’s
recreational footprint by constructing new trail segments at Rocky Knoll and in
the Town of Plymouth, creating a modern "flow trail" and a critical connection to
the Old Plank Road Trail.

The Department also successfully updated the Land and Water Resource
Management Plan, which was adopted by the Wisconsin Land and Water
Conservation Board in December. Developed with local citizen input, the plan
outlines strategies to address soil erosion and water quality issues countywide.
This approval reinforces Sheboygan County’s commitment to environmental
stewardship and ensures continued eligibility for state conservation funding.

2025 YEAR IN REVIEW



2026 LOOK AHEAD
In 2026, the newly completed Household Hazardous Waste facility will become
the permanent home for the County’s hazardous waste collection and annual
tree sale. Replacing the temporary setups at Highway Department sites that
previously managed over 600 vehicles a day, this semi-permanent location
supports up to two dozen collection events during warmer months. This
transition improves resident access and reduces wait times while remaining
budget-neutral or potentially lowering costs by minimizing consultant
mobilization and staffing needs.

At the Sheboygan Marsh, construction will begin in fall 2026 on a one-mile
accessible boardwalk loop to enhance public access and environmental
education. The project features interpretive signage and will support programs
like Camp Y-Koda, which serves over 1,000 students annually. Additionally, the
department plans to replace the outdated old lodge with a purpose-built
maintenance and storage facility. Constructing this new 30’ x 40’ structure is a
more cost-effective long-term solution than repairing the inefficient lodge,
which currently faces deteriorating logs and failing systems.

Revenues $ 2,626,047

Expenses $ 2,794,964

Transfers In/Out $ 67,750

(Under)/Over Budget $ 101,167

 2025 BUDGET
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