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GREAT LAKES COMMISSION GRANT AT
SHEBOYGAN MARSH A SUCCESS
Shortly downstream from the dam at the Sheboygan Marsh, a critical
section of the streambank had been eroding for several years, exposing
the Sheboygan River to undesired particulates and sedimentation. As
time has passed, the severe erosion in the project area grew, which
created a 10 – 12 foot deep embankment, and even threatened to pull
a power pole down the steep slopes and towards the Sheboygan River.
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However, with the support of a $20,000 Great Lakes Commission
grant, the Planning & Conservation Department had the opportunity
to successfully address the erosion. After several additional on-site
meetings between Department staff, the Highway Department, and
the State engineers, the group concurred on an appropriate solution:
a rock lined waterway. As a conservation practice, they are meant
to control erosion by reducing the slope of the eroding area, then by
placing a fabric under rock to slow the velocity of water entering the
drainage way. Not only do they solve the current challenge, but they
are a low-maintenance, relatively low-cost method of preventing future
erosion. Also, by creating a more gradual slope from ground level to
the riverbank, the once nearly-vertical drop has disappeared, making the
area much safer.
As an added benefit, the project incidentally created a wonderful fishing
spot along the Sheboygan River. Where there used to be a steep
embankment, now is a gentle rock slope towards the riverbank, offering
families a new place to enjoy one of Sheboygan County’s most popular
recreational activities. Staff, including the partners it has worked with
for this grant, has now experienced the possibilities – even the simplest
restoration activities on public land can have positive recreational
effects.
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prevention message to the public.
This is a great opportunity for me to continue to create awareness and concern for our environment. I
am looking forward to working with the community to protect Wisconsin’s valuable lakes and rivers.

MEET OUR NEWEST EMPLOYEES

I have recently begun working for Glacierland RC&D as the
Sheboygan County Aquatic Invasive Species Coordinator.
I have earned a Bachelor’s of Science degree in Biological Sciences
from the UW-Milwaukee. For the past several years, I have been
focused on a career in environmental education. I have worked
for the Department of Natural Resources as a Naturalist, and I
currently work for Camp Y-Koda as an Outdoor Educator and
Maywood Summer Camp Director.
I love being out in nature, and I am interested in gardening,
hiking, kayaking, and camping. I also have many creative hobbies
like drawing and painting, crafting, and nature photography.

Mackinzi Beaty

Aquatic Invasive Species Coordinator

I am excited to take on this new role as the AIS Coordinator
for Sheboygan County. I have started working with dedicated
volunteers through the watercraft inspection program, “Clean
Boats, Clean Waters.” I plan on participating in state-wide events
to prevent and control the spread of aquatic invasive species. I
also hope to develop cleaning stations at boat landings to help
communicate the AIS prevention message to the public.
This is a great opportunity for me to continue to create awareness
and concern for our environment. I am looking forward to
working with the community to protect Wisconsin’s valuable
lakes and rivers.

I am not only new to the Planning & Conservation Department
but I’m new to the Sheboygan County as well. I grew up in
Waukesha where I graduated from West High School but I just
moved here from Milwaukee, where I received my education at
UW-Milwaukee with a Bachelor’s of Science in Conservation &
Environmental Science.
I have worked a wide variety of jobs throughout high school and
college, but this is my first employment in my field of interest.
I am excited for a fresh start in a new place where I can create
more memories and experiences. So far, I love the area and
have great coworkers that make work a rewarding place to come
to every day.

Karsen Gosh

Conservation Assistant
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get to work on and how I
MEET OUR NEWEST EMPLOYEES
This is my first summer working for the Sheboygan County
Planning & Conservation Department as a Geographic
Information Systems Intern.
I am currently enrolled at UW-Stevens Point with a major in
Human Geography and will return in fall for my final year. For
the past few summers, I have been working at Road America
Speedway, maintaining and improving the grounds around the
track. While it was hard work, it was worth it to be able to work
outdoors and to watch all the races for free.
I never expected to work in GIS. I just happened to take a
geography class my freshman year of college and it took off from
there. I have started working in the Planning & Conservation
Department by digitizing County government facility floor plans
and storing them in a geographic database. I am also working on
a depth to bedrock mapping layer based off of thousands of well
logs. I hope that the work I will be completing this summer will
help me to improve my skillset and open opportunities for me in
the future.
This job is a great introduction into the GIS field of work and the
lessons I learn this summer will help make school and the rest of
my career much easier. I am excited to see what kind of projects
that I will get to work on and how I can help improve mapping in
Sheboygan County.

Brant Urner

Geographic Information
Systems Intern

I am a graduate of the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point
with a degree in Forest Management and Urban Forestry. I
have had various roles since then including: working in the tree
care industry, several positions within the WDNR Division of
Forestry, and as a private consulting forester. In my free time,
I enjoy fishing, camping, and spending time with my wife and
two daughters. I look forward to maintaining and improving
Sheboygan County’s outdoor recreational areas.

Chris Martin

Park & Recreation Technician
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BROWNFIELDS GRANT HELPS MAKE PROPERTY
REVITALIZATION POSSILBE
Sheboygan County’s $400,000 Environmental
Protection Agency Brownfields Assessment grant
has helped in potentially giving a new life to
nearly a dozen properties in the community.
Through this grant, which is overseen by the
Sheboygan County Planning & Conservation
Department, a consultant was retained to study
brownfields. Located all around the County – as
well as the country – brownfields are sites that
are known to have contamination, pollution,
or hazardous substances present in the soil or
groundwater. Certain historical uses, such as
gas stations or as very old industrial sites, are
generally the culprits of this contamination,
and mean that the property must be properly
cleaned up prior to redevelopment. Since
this adds a layer of complexity and cost to the
redevelopment process, they are often left vacant
and sometimes become neglected.
Consider a site like the iconic Sheboygan Armory.
Because of the use of the site as a lumberyard
prior to it serving as a National Guard Armory, an
investigation of the site to determine levels and
locations of contamination would be necessary.
Rather than a developer or
organization shouldering these
costs, the County was able to
have its consultant perform the
investigations and complete the
necessary reports. This way, with
the help of EPA’s funding, reuse
is one step simpler and cost
effective for a developer.

worsened it. Then, the consultant would perform
a Phase I assessment, which includes a site
visit and property history research. A Phase II
assessment follows, which includes more indepth information, generally based on soil and
groundwater samples. In certain cases where
redevelopment was imminent, such as in the
case of the former Boston Store property, a site
investigation report followed.
The grant will sunset in the fall of next year,
although its benefits are sure to last much
longer. The funding of the EPA, diligent work by
the County’s consultant, and openness of current
brownfield property owners has certainly made
the outcome of the Brownfields Assessment
grant a successful one. For a firsthand view
of former brownfields sites in many areas of
the County, check out the Sheboygan County
Historical Maps App in the County’s online Maps
& Apps gallery. These maps, formerly used for
insurance purposes, date back as far as the year
1884 and are both interesting from a historical
perspective, and useful for a redevelopment
perspective.

Grant funding involved several
aspects of the brownfields
process. A group was formed
to identify brownfields sites,
after which the consultant would
determine if the properties were
eligible. For instance, a site is
not eligible if the current owner
caused the contamination or

Redevelopment of Former Sheboygan Boston Store Brownfield Site
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SHEBOYGAN COUNTY’S CHAPTER 75 EROSION CONTROL &
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT ORDINACNE
In late 2016, Sheboygan County will be revising
its Erosion Control & Stormwater Management
Ordinance (Chapter 75 of Sheboygan County Code).
Emily Stewart, Sheboygan County Associate Planner,
has worked diligently to update the ordinance
language based on the state’s model ordinance
as well as other best management practices. A
stakeholders meeting was held in June to discuss
changes to the ordinance and how to best maintain
compliance with the ordinance for local construction
projects.
In a very typical situation, an engineering firm will
design the required best management practices
for erosion control/stormwater management with
the assumption that implementation, then, be
carried out by the contractor. This is where a lack of
communication can lead to some major stabilization
issues. Stabilization of a site is a very important
aspect to project’s compliance.
If you have a construction project that is going to
disturb one or more acres, besides installing the
tracking pad and silt fence, remember to budget
for stabilization, being temporary or permanent,
and make sure to convey the importance of erosion
control and stormwater practice installation to the
planners, engineers, and contractors that may be
involved with your project.

BadImproper Channel Stabilization

GoodStraw Bale Ditch
ChecksProper Erosion
Control BMP
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WHITE CLOVER BENEFITS
While attending a GrassWorks Grazing Conference,
I learned that the key to restoring topsoil is to plant
clover. The earthworms then create the soil aeration
with tunnels that can reach a depth of 5 to 6 feet. This
brought back the memories of the lush clover lawns
of my childhood, where I watched honey bees gather
nectar and hunted night crawlers with a flashlight.
It made me realize what is missing from the lawns
today, the clover! When I was a child, clover was
included in lawn seed mixes. This realization inspired
me to write my book, “White Clover for Honey Bees,”
by Grandma Jo. As we all know, the honey bees are
dying. If we replenish the clover in the lawns, they
will have something to eat. Lawns with just grass are
food deserts for pollinators. Since the conference,
I have been encouraging people to put clover back
into their lawns. It’s very easy to overseed an existing
lawn with Dutch white clover (Trifolium repens). I
just broadcast it by hand over the grass. If the lawn
has been previously treated with chemicals, it helps
to aerate, then use clover that has been inoculated
with rhisobium bacteria. Plant in spring or fall, when
it’s cool and wet. If you want to plant in summer,
make sure you water for the first 2 weeks. Once
established, clover lawns are drought, traffic and
pet urine resistant. Clover stays perennially green
and you never need to fertilize or aerate. The Xerces
Society supports my project, as does The Pollinator
Stewardship Council, (Bee Keepers). Approximately

500 acres, including at private homes & businesses,
have been planted locally. Examples included, but are
not limited to Midstar Printing, Plymouth Industries,
Lake Street Café, Francis Chiropractic, Sheboygan
County Marsh Park, and Service One Transportation.
by Jo Friedman a.k.a. “Grandma Jo”

2015-2016 TREE & SHRUB PROGRAM
This past April, the Sheboygan County Planning & Conservation Department
conducted its annual tree and shrub sale. We are happy to report that both
the number of orders placed and the number of trees sold increased from
our 2014-2015 program. Just under 750 people placed orders totalling over
58,000 trees. Thanks to you, our tree sale continues to be one of, if not
the largest, county organized tree sale programs. Each year we attempt to
change the species offered a bit, so if you have any suggestions for next year,
please feel free to give our office a call.
Typically, by mid to late October each year, we send out a mailing of our
new order form to those that have ordered the previous year. If you are
new to the program or maybe skipped ordering for a year or two, it would
be a good idea to call our office and ask to be placed on our mailing list. We
can also do notification via e-mail if you prefer. We usually have the tree
descriptions/order form available for viewing on our county website around
December 1st. As in the past, you can download our order form, but cannot
order online using a credit card. We are working to have that option available
in the future. If you have any questions or wish to be placed on a notification
list for next spring’s program, please contact Karsen Gosh at 920-459-1370,
or karsen.gosh@sheboygancounty.com.
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ATTENTION FARMLAND
PRESERVATION PROGRAM
PARTICIPANTS
If you wish to continue to claim Farmland
Preservation Program (FPP) tax credits, you need to
comply with the state soil and water conservation
standards and be issued a Certificate of Compliance
from the Planning and Conservation Department by
December 31, 2016.
The Department of Revenue will require you to
provide a unique Certificate of Compliance number
on your return for tax year 2016 in order to collect
your FPP tax credit.
To receive a Certification of Compliance, you will
need to meet the soil and water conservation
standards, which includes the requirement to have
a nutrient management plan on file with the county
where your land is located. Nutrient management
plans start with soil tests and the time to soil
sample your farmland is now so you can get a
plan developed. Soil samples are taken every five
acres, every four years and need to be analyzed
by one of the following DATCP certified soil testing
laboratories.
UW Soil & Forage Lab
2611 Yellowstone Dr, Marshfield, WI 54449
(715) 387-2523
A & L Great Lakes Laboratories, Inc.
3505 Conestoga Dr, Fort Wayne, IN 46808
(219) 483-4759
AgSource Cooperative Services Soil & Forage Lab
106 N. Cecil St, Bonduel, WI 54107
(715) 758-2178
Dairyland Laboratories
217 E. Main St, Arcadia, WI 54612
(608) 323-2123
Rock River Laboratory
710 Commerce Drive, PO Box 169, Watertown, WI
53094 (920) 261-0446
The list of soil and water conservation standards
required to collect the tax credit can be found
at: http://datcp.wi.gov/uploads/Farms/pdf/
NMTrainingGWisconsinRunoffRules.pdf
If you have not been contacted by our Department
in the past year, please contact Chris Ertman at (920)
459-1375 or e-mail chris.ertman@sheboygancounty.
com to verify your compliance status for the
Farmland Preservation Program.

FORMER EMPLOYEE
RECOGNITION
As you will note elsewhere in this newsletter,
2016 has brought many new faces into the
Planning and Conservation Department. We
felt it would be appropriate to give some
recognition and thanks to the employees who
have left us for better opportunities.
Matt Mrochinski has left the department for
an employment opportunity in the private
sector. Matt served as deputy environmental
health director in Ozaukee County from 1989
to 1991. In 1991, he began his employment
with Sheboygan County. Here, he served for
25 years (1991-2016) as the County Code
Administrator, handling the administration
of the shoreland/floodplain ordinance in
particular. Matt wishes to relay that he enjoyed
his time and job in Sheboygan County. He met
a lot of great people, but felt it was just the
right time for a change.
As with any regulatory/permitting program,
if you had the opportunity to work with Matt,
you may or may not have agreed with some
of his decisions. However, having known and
worked with Matt over these past 25 years,
we can unequivocally say that he fairly and
consistently enforced County ordinances.
Everyone was treated equally. That, in itself,
is the mark of a good administrator. There is
no doubt Matt will be missed. For any future
zoning or sanitary questions you may have,
please feel free to contact either Kathryn
Fabian (920-459-3753) or Kevin Stange (920459-3489).
We would also like to take the time to
acknowledge our appreciation for the work
done by our Conservation Assistant for
the past two years, Alayne Bosman. Alayne
seamlessly took over for Barb Pfister and did
a wonderful job running our tree and shrub
sale program for the last couple of years.
Fortunately for us, Alayne is not moving far
– just across the hall, taking on the position
of Administrative Assistant to our County
Administrator. We appreciate all Alayne did
for us in the past as well as continuing to help
Karsen Gosh transition into her new position.
-Eric Fehlhaber
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ENJOY READING OUR NEWSLETTER?
Wish to receive it electronically? Sign up for the email distribution list by
calling the Planning & Conservation Department at (920) 459-1370 or
email Alayne at:alayne.bosman@sheboygancounty.com
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